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On Jan. 31 in New York, Alvaro de Soto, UN mediator in the Salvadoran peace talks, told reporters
that negotiations between the two sides "have advanced in concrete terms." De Soto is UN Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar's personal representative in Central American peace initiatives.
According to the diplomat, "substantive" issues and problems are on the bargaining table. He added
that in a couple of weeks, "it will be possible to send a technical mission to El Salvador" charged
with evaluating personnel and infrastructure needs for verification of human rights agreements
signed on July 26 in San Jose (Costa Rica). When the above mission has completed its work, said
de Soto, Perez de Cuellar plans to recommend that the UN Security Council authorize creation of
a UN observer mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL), an unprecedented development in UN history.
Next, de Soto said a meeting this weekend in Mexico could be an important step in the search
for a broad-based peace agreement between the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front and
President Alfredo Cristiani's government. He added that "it is reasonable to expect significant
accords before the March elections" in El Salvador. According to the mediator, the FMLN's decision
to return over 20 surface-to-air missiles to the Nicaraguan army "confirms that the guerrillas expect
good will from the Cristiani government and credible agreements." De Soto said that both sides are
"unequivocally" agreed that a UN-supervised cease-fire can be implemented only after conclusion
of accords which include human rights, military, judicial, and socio-economic welfare issues. (Basic
data from AFP, 01/31/91)
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